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Notes for International Education in China

3 - Mr. Joe Doggett

Talk will start with a brief introduction of my background
in education, my long-standing interest in international
education, and 30+ years of experience with recruiting Chinese
students for enrollment in American high schools. I will also
mention my extensive backeround as a college counselor in the
US. T understand that secondary school education for families
like vours is all about establishing a strong foundation for
placement at top colleges and universities around the world.

FEMN BRI EE SHANE, RKLCRYEREE
RUSHR, T 30 2 REIEEE B ES AN AR,
AN, FAFEE T/EREEAR AN S #E S me TE.,
TRREHHEZRE, HMaBEmLI I ESHHE, EEE
FAIZE EHRTSRAHIE

I will offer a brief description of how I came to know
EduChina and why I believe in international education,
especially here in China.

Pl SmEUI N AR E IR ERRHEEA, DI
FH2ZEREERRAE, TEEETENERAE (REFAR
KRN ENHEERAE ) .

There are six points [ want to share with you here as
vou consider what makes for the “best” International High
School program for your son or daughter:

FATLALL R AN RS E, (AR RESHEE
FITHERRSHHE

(1) First, some numbers: In 2004-2005 there were just
over 50,000 Chinese students studying in the US. In 2017-
2018, the number is approaching >500,000, 10 fold increase
only one decade! Financially, Chinese students contribute
an estimated $28 billion to the US economy; it is a BIG
business. With the stakes, so high, the field of “International
has mushroomed in China and, candidly,

Education Experts”

there are now many bad actors out there when it comes to

promising what they cannot deliver, or guiding families along

an educational pathway that they don’ t know much about.
Too many International High Schools are more businesses than
they are schools; they are companies in it for the fee rather
than for the educational benefit to the student. They offer
no true preparation, no true guidance and have little (or no!)
actual understanding of how international education works.
As a result, the failure rate of Chinese students at universities
in the U.S. is shamefully high (18—25% in the latest studies);
even though these students are often bright and capable. They
problem: they have been badly advised by a disreputable
placement agent, or poorly prepared by their International
High School experience. The phrase that I advise you to keep
in mind when “shopping” for the “best” school for your
child is Caveat Emptor (Latin for “let the buyer beware” ).
(1) BB T 752004 7] 2005 &£, —HRHE5
3G RESAAEESEESE >, 2017 ] 2018 4R, XM FEEN T
50 /5, 10 ERAHERT 10 5. MZESF Bk, HhESENZE
EZGF ok 7R 280 12355, XE—NMEEERINTT., EiX

LIRS, “ERREEERT SUBETEANE
BFREIL, EARM, EATRE HIEERIAERES

EEBN:

Mr. Joe Doggett, EEMP FIA4FF T Be, BIEEEIR LU Tabor FEFRIARIK, MBHEF 38 F 458 AP £ MEHE. Honor £ ESFFIREAE 19 FRKHS
SEEE 9 FAFAFHERIE 10 FEESTERLR NEFEUEFABEAIRRERK,
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(2) Pay attention to curriculum: It is the most critical
factor. Here in Daxing, the curriculum we offer is widely
regarded as the “gold standard” when it comes to the courses
and kind of teaching that western-bound Chinese students
need to experience. Because we effectively blend the best
aspects of the British A-level and the American AP curricula,
admissions offices at colleges and universities around the
globe recognize our program as one that offers a rigorous,
broad and deep preparation. Graduates from our school have
a strong track record of being well prepared for success at
top universities throughout the western world. When you
explore the curriculum, by the way, certainly you should pay
attention to the elite courses offered (like AP Economics, AP
Statistics and AP Calculus here at Daxing). But I also suggest
that you pay attention to the “non-core” offerings within
the school” s overall program. Does it do things like sponsor
off campus field trips or social service opportunities? Does it
offer a variety of art or music options to give students an outlet
for exploring their creative side? Is there a club program that
taps into student interests and expertise in areas outside of
academics? Here in Daxing, for example, we schedule monthly
all-school field trips into our calendar to places like the Beijing
798 Art Zone, the National Library, or an exhibition of Western
Art masterpieces at Tsinghua University. We also sponsor
activities like our recent cut-throat March Madness Ping-Pong
Tournament, an ultimate Frisbee club, hip-hop dance training
and even all-school ski trips. We believe these non-academic
offerings are every bit as important to student development as
studying World History or Physics.

(2) REWERR: XERBEEN—MREER, TERHK
XA, FA TR HIRE R R EREN AR E LR

BRFHIZCATTEX LTI AN “EERE .
NBEAHUZRER A-level SRIZMISEENI AP REE E R GFHITTH
AR EE] T —k, RS ERIRED A EEANTA]
R AR T — S TTEAIRA RS . FES
R HAIC R FEMIER T 3T B A AR )T HFR TR AR B AR
BTERNIALD. ER—T, SIREFRRERERN, BRTN
ZORIESR TR M ARSI (FEUTARMRIXHY AP £33,
AP ZEit 2/ AP sy ) 246, FREEIRITZE TR/ RES
KRR T “FR0” R, ERGIERM T EERIRINL
BaEsiEt =iRSTI=? ERGIRML T BB ZREE K
PR, b AERRE QSN —E? 2EALFBERZ
PR AR GMIUEHI GBS B, FEARRIX, &
1A A LHF— IR R AIRINEE S, FRanRAbsT 798
ZARPL EREAE, sERBERESUETTZARNER
Y. BANES2H—EEE), HBRIEHEII= A ik
HRbREE, PR WEARE, PRI, EEEARINESRITE,
BAWEE X EAAARMEESN AERR R, 55 >R FTHEL

PR LA — R

(3) Note the teaching philosophy and methodology.
Certainly, a good high school program will help students
prepare for important college admissions tests such as TOEFL,
SAT, IELTS, etc. At the same time, however, it will focus on
things arguably even more important: preparing students to
think and learn in a way that is  “not Chinese.” We introduce
students to teaching approaches that they rarely encounter
here in China, but will find commonplace in the west:

@ teaching students that “why” is more important than
just knowing the facts

@ critical thinking rather than memorization

@ collaborative learning
conversation and debate about ideas

asking questions and challenging assumptions

discussing alternative approaches

creative problem solving

@ interdisciplinary thinking (combining math and science
lessons together, for example)

@ use of technology as an educational tool

(3) RIEACFIRAMBATTE. —MFRYEHRITE R

SHAFENEERR S AT Z S, FLUnfesE. SAT,
RS, (HERRN R — BTN EN, AEEs
B A—# “GErh = s REHRAT B S], BATELE
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O QI Mgk A R
OBBERIEE (LaIEeERIRI A REES Ak )
OHIRHANEN—MEE LA

(4) Note the foreign teachers. Because our experienced,
well-qualified expatriate teachers are themselves from colleges
and universities in the U.S. and other western countries, we can
offer first-hand guidance and advice to students and parents
about how the college admission process works. We can also
share knowledgeable suggestions about which of the more than
2000 excellent U.S., Canadian, Australian and British colleges
and universities offer programs best matched to a student’ s
abilities and goals.

(4) FFEINAFIN: RNBANTIXEERFE . KRR
N, ARG B EE M AP ERIRY:, BATTLER
SRR A RIS AR ML S — F B SRR, BATEA]
DLt — LRI AESR A RN, FRanfE 2000 Z A s5HY
EE., s, BAFNIAEERH, W—Rr KR ERIR
ERFEFAERNRE IR BR. BARYNIES XA EHEMIBES],

(5) Look for a focus on helping students understand life in
a “foreign” country. A critical piece of a Chinese student’ s
experience overseas is adapting to a totally new way of life.
In that regard, a good international high school program helps
student learn about what “life” will be like overseas, thus
minimizing the culture shock they will encounter abroad. We
teach them about U.S. food, about climate and weather in
different parts of the country, about social life on an American
campus, about transportation, visa requirements, managing
money, safety and difference in laws and rules, and all of the
other day-to-day living challenges and opportunities they are
sure to encounter.
(5) ZHETHR M BINE EE, HEYEBINET
HY— O BER Syt AR S N — PP AR 5 =, X5 TH
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ki, —MNMFRIERE U EEA A TREIMEERE T A
FEFHY, AR B IR ES MBI S b, A T=EE Bl
MTEENEY. EEARXASEMNRS. ZERET
MRS | 220 FAEESK SR E M ZefA AN ER,
DAR A7 H 5 AR ] REIB ST A DR AFIH LR .

(6) Finally, and most importantly, look for love. A good
international high school program understands that your child
and his/her future is the most precious thing that you as a
parent have in the world. Entrusting us with that invaluable
commodity is an honor, and we treat it that way. Because
our classes are relatively small, we get to know our students
as unique individuals, and we treat them as such. We get to
know their strengths and weaknesses, areas in which they are
confident and areas that intimidate them, when they need to
be pushed and when we need to back off, what they are good
at and where they struggle. In short, we get to know them as
people — something that is a key to help them make choices
and decisions about their educational future. There are many
appropriate routes that students can follow toward their
goals, and no two students are exactly alike. In this regard, the
personalized nature that we offer in the EduChina program here
in Beijing allows us to direct them toward their own proper
pathway that will lead them to success.

(6) &Jm, WEREEN, EFH—1F "B 1K,
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T R 1B BRI SUEAT AR T AR, TR ARHMRTR R
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T X 2 AT B SIS AR Ve UE IO
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AP ARSI e ERIN, fEXITTE, HE R
URPRIER: SR MEVBIITE, LEEATRERS S S RS
HHGEIERSHTEE, IS IS TERRLD,

I hope that this is the first step in what promises to be a
life-changing journey for your son or daughter!

TR AR SR IR T F N TRIEHIEE —2 |
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